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The Assumption'of the Blessed Virgin Mary
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Synopsis of Diocesan Synod of Bishops in Rome in
Amravati Diocese

“You must be the change
you want to see in the
World” are the Precious
words of the father of our 8
Nation Mahatma Gandhi. !
The Church is in need of
actualizing these words in |
order to bring changes. In
the right time when the
Church needs a concrete §
change in all aspects, His
Holiness Pope Francis [
initiated the Synod of
Bishops in Rome with the
theme: “For a Synodal
Church- Communion,
Participation and
Mission” and encouraged all the churches to take active
part in the Process. In view of this, His Grace
Archbishop Elias Gonsalves appointed Fr. A.
Arockiasamy and Sr. Nita Fernandes as the Diocesan
Contact Persons for the synodal process and Fr. Jose
Kunnapally, Mr. Michael Tirkey, Sr. Rebecca SRA,
Miss. Benita Raphael, Mr. Ajay Wankhade and Mr.
Benedict as the Synod Team members to take a lead in
the Synodal process in the Diocese of Amravati. The
diocesan Synod was opened on 17th October 2021 in
almost all the churches of Amravati diocese. There were
online recollections and preparatory meetings quite a
number of times. The Synod team took the task of
reaching out to different zones and organized meetings
at BCC levels, Parish Levels and Zonal level and at
various association level with the help of the Zonal
leaders namely, Fr.Cyriac VC, Fr. Joselyn Pancras, Fr.
Joseph Thavamony, Fr. Nelson Varghese and Fr Biju
James and all the Parish Priests and the Religious Priests
and Sisters. The following groups were consulted —
Children, Youth, BCC, Religious Communities,
Women’s Sodality, Priests of the Diocese, Educational
Institutions and Transgender. Different Churches were
also approached and the information was given about
the synod and the leaflets were distributed.

Groups difficult to reach

Living on the Peripheries, those not frequenting the

4 Church, Migrants, Break
| away groups, other
b religions.

Groups that could be
i consulted in the future
Other churches, other
Religions, Differently
abled, Parish Councils,
8! Hospitals, Educational
Institutions, Social
Centres, Entrepreneurs,
Seminarians and
1 Novices.

Highlights of the
Diocesan Synodal
Process:
1)The inactive members were awakened to become
active participants.
2)Some of the Clergy were actively involved.
3)Religious Communities played an important role in
the consultation.
4)People were given opportunities to voice out their
opinions which they wouldn’t do otherwise.
5)Youth took active part in the ‘Film making
competition’ based on the Synodal Theme.
6)‘My participation in the Mission of the Church’ in
which 10 parishes of the Diocese participated.

D) Challenges:

1) Lack of time and personnel, since the Clergy
and Religious Priests and Sisters are involved
in other active ministries.

1) Lack of zeal and enthusiasm in the Diocese.

111) Lack of initiative and leadership.

v) Unable to reach out due to distance.

V) Migration of Catholics for want of work.

Vi) Lockdowns due to Pandemic crippled our
movement.

vii)  Fanatic mindset of other faith in most areas,

keeping track of all the activities of the church
and its members.
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IT) Feedback

Many good and bad experiences were shared in some
BCC group consultations. Many people
agreed in saying that What matters most is not what the
Church can do for us; but what we can do for the
Church and for the people of the Lord. There were also
a few who expressed that there are also a lot of
differences in the position of the Church authorities and
the laity, yet all verbalised that, * Through Christ we are
One even in our differences’. Those neglected by the
Church got an opportunity to express their opinion.
People of other Faith participated in the Synodal
process in some institutions and they expressed their
views positively about the church.

III)  Suggestions:

1. Formation of lay faithful in Bible Study,
Theology, Canon Law etc to be prioritised

2. Inter-Religious Dialogue needs to be
strengthened in every parish.

3. Participation of Lay Faithful in the Ministry
needs to be encouraged in all the parishes.

4. Being a Missionary Diocese, Committees to be
formed of Parish members (who have
transport) Nuns, Brothers, and council
members who will first visit the poor villages
and make a list.

5. Poor Family help fund to be arranged through
donations.

6. Parish Priests and their assistants should visit
personally the villages that are very poor and
need desperate help.

7. Attract more and more people of different
cultures and religions to share funds and good
ideas.

8. Make more people literate in the rural areas to
understand the Church’s teachings.

9. Not only in parish level but in diocesan level,
lay people should be given responsibilities in
the various offices.

10.  Inallthe parishes there should be competitions
on biblical themes and some programmes to
increase the faith of the people.

I1. Summer classes for the children are to be
conducted in every parish.

Highlights of the Diocesan Pre-Synod:

The Diocesan Pre-synod was held on 1st May 2022.
The Archbishop of Nagpur and Apostolic
Administrator of Amravati His Grace Most Rev. Elias
Gonsalves presided over the Pre-synod (concluding
ceremony). All the five Zonal Leaders, Coordinators,
Representatives of the Parishes, Secretaries, Religious
Sisters, and the Clergy of the Diocese were part of the
Pre-synod. The gathering was welcomed by Mr. Ajay
Wankhade and the day’s programme was introduced.
The Spirit of the Lord was invoked through a gracefilled
prayer service by Sr. Rebecca SRA. The lamp was lit by
His Grace Archbishop Elias Gonsalves, both the
Contact Persons, Fr. Nelson and Fr. Sanjay Bodhak
representatives of Priests, Sr. Asha FS, representing
Religious, Mr and Mrs. Raimond Moses, Silver
Jubilarian couple, Miss. Monica More, Youth
Representative, Master Jonathan representing the
children, all from different zones. The collated reports
of the 5 Zones were presented before the assembly by
Sr. Nita Fernandes for Akola Zone, Mr. Benedict for
Washim Zone, Dr. Benita Raphael for Amravati Zone,
Mrs. Rakhi Sirsath for Paratwada zone, Mr. Michael
Tirkey for Melghat Zone. The Archbishop then
summarized the Synodal process in his address and
approved the Diocesan Pre - Synod Reports. He also
thanked all the members of the Synod team, the Zonal
leaders and all the Priests and Religious for their
cooperation and contribution towards the Synodal
Process. All present also gave their approval. Thus the
process ended with a vote of thanks. The Synthesis of
the Pre-Synod and the Synodal process is sent to the
Regional and the National Contact teams on 7th of June
2022. I take this opportunity to express my heartfelt
gratitude to His Grace Archbishop Elias Gonsalves for
his faith in me and in the team. I also extend my thanks
to Sr. Nita SCC, the DCP, all the team members, Zonal
Leaders, All the Parish Priests, Religious sisters, All
PPC members, Secretaries of the Parish Synodal team
and all the Participants for your valuable contribution.

Peace be with you all!
Fr. A. Arockiasamy

Diocesan Contact Person
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Our Lady of Fatima Church, Akot

Dear brothers and sisters, Peace
be with you. We thank you for
your prayers for our Mission and
for the people of Akot and &
Sanglud and by the grace of God &
our people are growing in faith
and showing a lot of interest in
spiritual programs and thus
because of their faith and interest
we could organize certain
programs for them and for the
children and we are trying our level best to bring them
closer to God. We celebrated all the feasts and
solemnities in both the churches. During the Lenten
Season we had charismatic prayers every Friday, Way
of the Cross on Wednesday and Friday, and Eucharistic
celebration on Friday and Sunday. In the Lenten season
we organised a 3 day Retreat for the people of Sanglud
and Akot. The Retreat was preached by Fr. Wilson
Gaikwad OFM Cap. During the Retreat Faith Sharing
Sessions as well as insights on the importance of
spiritual life as a lay person were given by Mr. Ajay
Wankhade. In his talk he highlighted the importance of
Synod also. During the Lenten season we had requested
people to read four gospels and based on this we
organised Bible Quiz Competitions. Many of them
took part in these competitions and we were happy that
they read the four gospels sincerely and that many
school children were also involved. During these forty
days we had common bible reading in the church every

% Wednesday and Friday. Winners of the

4 competition were Prachi Gawande,
Sushma Gawande and Swati Gawande.
2 On 3rd April 2022, we took our people
s for the Way of the Cross to the
* neighboring parishes. We started from
Sanglud itself from there proceeded to
Kapustalni, Asadpur, Rasegaon,
Parathwada and Anjangaon. We thank
all the priests for welcoming us with
open hearts and also being hospitable.
We had Holy week services in both the churches. On
Good Friday we organised the Way of the Cross in
Sanglud and we went to each family to pray the Stations
of the Cross. We also organised House Blessings on
Easter Day itself. During the Month of May we had a
common rosary in the evening at the Grotto in Sanglud.
Many people joined for the rosary. We also took the
initiative to begin Musical Instruments training for our
children on Sunday with the help of Manish Rakshe, a
member of Bhandaraj Catholic Youth Group. We have
started teaching students to play Tripal already two
girls have picked up the instrument and they play it
melodiously during prayers and Eucharistic
celebrations. Before Mass we have choir practice for
the parishioners at Sanglud. We thank our Capuchin
Community from Hamrapur (Aurangabad) who helped
us with hymn books. We have also ensured regular

Catechism classes and bible reading for the children in
the Church.

900

Sacred Heart Feast Day Celebrations at Paratwada

Every feast day has a story, and [ &8 S
the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart & o
is no exception. Devotion to the ="
Sacred Heart is devotion to Jesus
and his love. It is a sign or a
symbol of both the divine and
human love that Jesus has for his
Father and for us. In honour of
Sacred Heart of Jesus, the Sacred =™

Heart Church organised Tridum =

| 1 prepare them spiritually, also
4 | to experience God’s
| 5’ boundless and passionate
B |ove, on 24th June, we began
% the novena, with adoration
and a prayer service followed
Y by Holy Mass. The Parish had
invited Rev. Fr Porinchu
+ Crisler Perumbully to offer
¢ Holy Mass also to enlighten

T I‘-"'\r‘J

for the faithful, in order to

the faithful. In his homily, he
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inspired the children to be obedient to their parents by
beautifully bringing out the theme through the Parable
of the lost son. He was also felicitated by the
parishioners as he is a newly ordained priest. On 25th
June, the second day of novena, the parish had called
Rev. Fr Onil Gonsalves to break the word of God and to
celebrate the Holy Mass. He mainly focused on the
elderly people. He highlighted that it is the
responsibility of everyone to look after our parents,
grandparents and support should be given to them on a
daily basis. On 26th June, the third day of novena as
well as the Parish Feast Day began with a procession
carrying the Blessed Sacrament from Church to the
sacred heart statue in the school. There we had a prayer
service and Rev. Fr. Rupesh Dabre gave a talk on
family life and challenged the families to make their
family like the family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, after
which the Blessed Sacrament was carried back to the
church and procession ended with benediction by Rev.
Fr Ramsheen J. A. We began the holy Mass at 6:30 pm
and Rev. Fr. John Mathew, the Chancellor of the
Diocese presided over the Eucharist and Rev. Fr.
Mathew Karickal broke the word of God. In his homily,

he highlighted that our heart should be sacred and pure
like the heart of Jesus because the heart is the one that
keeps us alive and most importantly our heart is the
dwelling place of God. At the end Rev. Fr.
Arokiaswamy, the Parish Priest of Sacred Heart
Church, thanked all the Fathers, Sisters, Parishioners,
who came from neighboring parishes to join us in our
parish feast and shared their joy with us and also
enhanced our celebration. He also thanked all the sisters
and parishioners who worked hard and walked extra
miles, and made the celebration more meaningful and
enjoyable. Sr. Leena, Sr. Teresa, Sr. Asunta of Holy
Cross convent, Sr. Miriam, Sr. Rani of Ursula convent
and Sr. Jyoti of Fatima convent are the new sisters who
joined Paratwada communities and they were
welcomed by Rev. Fr. Cyriac V. C. Rev. Fr. Joseph
Thavamony, Zonal leader of Paratwada zone felicitated
all the students from the parish who passed 10th and
12th standard. May the Sacred Heart of Jesus inspire us
to become more and more like him.

Fr Lawrence Murmu
Sacred Heart Church, Parathwada

-0
Three New Priests for the Diocese of Amravati

The theology of the
Catholic priesthood is rooted
in the priesthood of Christ
and to some degree shares
elements of the ancient
Hebraic priesthood as well, 8 |
since the Catholic priesthood
is considered the fulfillment Q&
of the priesthood of the Old §
Covenant. A priest is one &R
who presides over a sacrifice
and offers that sacrifice and |
prayers to God on behalf of "%
believers. In Christian
theology, Jesus is the Lamb provided by God himselfas
the sacrifice for the sins of the world. Before his death
on the cross, Jesus celebrated the Passover with his
disciples (the Last Supper) and offered blessings over

the bread and wine
respectively, saying:
"Take and eat. This is my
body" and "Drink from
this all of you, for this is
my blood, the blood of the
covenant, poured out for
the forgiveness of sins."
1 The next day Christ's body
and blood were visibly
sacrificed on the cross.
2 Thus Catholic priests, in
- celebrating the Eucharist,

join each offering of the
Eucharistic elements in union with the sacrifice of
Christ. Through their celebration of the Holy Eucharist,
they make present the one eternal sacrifice of Christ on
the cross. Properly speaking, in Catholic theology, as




AN RN AR ——

expressed by Saint Thomas Aquinas,
"Only Christ is the true priest, the
others being only his ministers."
Thus, Catholic clergy share in the
one, unique, Priesthood of Christ as
his instruments. The Diocese of
Amravati is indeed blessed to have
Three New Priests this Year. On 25th
April, 2022 Deacon Porinchu Crisler
Perumbully was ordained Priest by &=

His Grace Most Rev. Elias

Gonsalves the Archbishop of o

Nagpur and the Apostolic Administrator of Amravati at
St Sebastian’s Church, Mumbai. Rev. Fr Porinchu
Crisler Perumbully is appointed as the Secretary to the
Bishop, Vice Rector of Sacred Heart Minor Seminary
and Assistant Parish Priest of St Francis Xavier
Cathedral. Deacon Linus Bhagwar and Deacon
Lawrence Murmu were ordained to the Order of

Priesthood on 1st May, 2022 by
His Grace Most Rev. Elias
Gonsalves the Archbishop of
Nagpur and the Apostolic
Administrator of Amravati at St
B Francis Xavier Cathedral. Rev.
Fr Linus Baghwar has been
appointed as the Assistant Parish
Priest of Rosarian Mission
" Church, Duni while Rev. Fr
| Lawrence Murmu has been
- appointed as the Assistant Parish
Priest of Sacred Heart Church, Parathwada. All the
Three newly Ordained Priests have the theme of Love
and Service in their Priestly Motto and therefore it is
apt as our Diocese is Missionary and therefore Let us
all keep them in our prayers as they begin their
Sacerdotal Ministry in the Diocese of Amravati.

-0
St Francis D’Sales Church, Chikaldhara Mission

1. Youth leadership and BCC
training camp

On 17" May, 2022, Roman Catholic
Church, Chikaldara conducted one
day camp for the Parish Youth and
BCC leaders. 47 Parishioners
participated in the program. Fr.
Shimon Chummar, Mr Sunil
Jambekar and Miss Renita Dhikar
conducted the training camp. The
training camp started with a prayer
followed by Bible Sharing, Action
Songs and Group Sharing. The
Participants were given snacks and
food. The program ended with
prayer and prize distribution.

2. Children's Summer Camp

Chikaldara Mission organized
Children's camp from 12" to 14"
May 2022. 110 children
participated in the camp. Sisters
from Missionaries of Charity Akola

were the main Resource Persons. All the
children were given snacks, biscuits,
chocolates, food etc. Children
participated in dancing, singing, drawing
as well as indoor and outdoor games. All
were given gifts at the end. Special prizes
were given to the children who won the
competitions.

3. First Holy Communion

1" May 2022, 5"June 2022 and 12"June
2022 were great days for the Parishioners
of Chikaldara. On these days nine of our
children received the body and blood of
Christ for the first time in their lives. Fr
Surjit Tirkey and Fr Pradeep Toppo were
the Main Celebrants. Deacon Linus
catechized the Children. The beautiful
decorations by Holy Cross Sisters and
melodious choir by our Youth added to the
prayerful atmosphere in the church. After
the liturgy all the children were felicitated
and given small gifts.
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Construction of Water Tank in Ardha Mani
Ardhi-Mani — &

village is
situated on
the border of
Maharashtra
and Madhya
Pradesh.The |
Governments |
of both the

states have |
neglected this
village due to
long distance @
and half of the
village comes
[ n
Maharashtra
state and half
in Madhya Pradesh. People are like sheep without
a shepherd. This tribal village is 70 km away from
the Amravati District. They are struggling for every
drop of water as the water holding capacity of soil
is as good as nothing. The village is struggling
due to lack of water facilities as the area is stony
and rocky. Every day from 3 am onwards the
women and the children have to walk miles to
draw water. Most of the time children were
occupied in fetching water and so they used to
miss the school. Therefore under the leadership

and initiative of
Adv. Sr. Hira
Parkhe Divya
Sadan Social
center (DSSC)
managed to dig a
well with the
collaboration of
1 o ¢ a 1
government.
This was a long
pending proposal
which was held
back due to lack
of funds.The
1 o ¢ a 1
government had
dug the well but
they did not have sufficient funds to complete the
work, therefore the pipeline as well as construction of
a water tank was pending. With the support of the
funding agency, DSSC has designed the pipeline from
the Well and also constructed a water tank in the
village so that everyone in the village will have the
water faclity. The people of the village are very
grateful to the funding agency for listening to their
cry. Divya Sadan is providing them with water
facilities close to their houses and the school.
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International Yoga Day Celebration

8™ International Yoga Day was
celebrated on Tuesday, 215 June,
2022 to convey the message of
peace, harmony, happiness and
success to every child studying in
St. Xavier’s Cathedral School
(CBSE) Amravati. The program
began with the welcoming of the
Chief Guest Mr Ashish Agrawal &
followed by a brief introduction of ¥
Yoga Day, and the importance of ===

yoga in our day-to-day life. This FEis

year, theme of Yoga Day was “Yoga

for Humanity”. On the occasion, the Chief Guest spoke
about the importance and need of practicing yoga to
stay fit and healthy. He added that the celebration of
International Yoga Day is a reminder to incorporate
yoga in every day routine to enjoy a happy life and
reduce the effects of stress and other physical ailments.

- Inorder to create awareness among
the staff and students, the
department of physical education
and sports along with the assistance
of classteachers organized various
competitions class wise, such as,
Slogan Writing, Paper Bag
Making, Poster Making, Essay
Writing, Logo making and Human
Pyramid Making etc. To mark the
occasion, a live yoga session along
% with the yoga pyramid
demonstration of students was
conducted during which the teachers and students
performed different asana under the guidance of the
physical education teacher Mr Rameshwar. In the end,
the Principal Fr. J. A. Ramsheen thanked the resource
person for his valuable guidance and staff and students
for their active participation in the program.

1. Peace Prayer Service

On the First Friday of the month
of July, we had a peace prayer
service in the morning during the
assembly from 8.00am to 8.20am.
The prayer service was conducted
by VIII teachers. The prayer
service was meaningful and g
prayerful. The teachers of 8th &
displayed an Indian Map on the |
stage and prayed in a special way
for our country. While praying for
our Country, each and everyone
was asked to send our prayerful
and peaceful vibrations to each and every state as our
students were holding each state in their hands and
stood in front of the India Map. This helped all of us to
give time to pray for each state of our country. At last,
before concluding our peace prayer service, we shared
our peace with everyone by saying “Peace be with
you.”

2. Investiture Ceremony

On July 4th, 2022, the Investiture Ceremony Program
was conducted in our school. The program was
organized by Justice (Yellow) house. It was a very
important day for all the Josephites as our minister and

St Joseph’s Enghsh High School Buldana

captains took the oath of
performing their duties sincerely
and honestly in the auditorium of
St. Joseph’s English High School.
@ The event began with the welcome
of the Chief Guest with slow
! March past by the entire school
parliament members. We had Mrs.
Savita Morey Patil API as our
chief guest and Sr Shakuntala as
our Guest of honour. Then the
program started with the prayer
* song “He mere [shwar” which was

followed by the lighting of the
lamp. After that Gauri Lakde and Sheheen Fatema
welcomed the guests with their beautiful speech. After
that a mesmerizing welcome dance was performed by
the girls from Class 6™ to 9™. After that 9™ grade
students gave a meaningful speech based on the school
parliament. Further a skit was performed by the Class
10" students, to show the difference between fair and
unfair elections. The chief guest appreciated the
students and the school and exhorted that each and
every student should have leadership qualities and also
said that for achieving goals hard work is the only key.
She reflected on her own hard work to become API and
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said that she studied for 17-18 hours daily to achieve
this target. She asked the students not to fear the police
unless you have done any wrong deed or crime. She
further asked the students to be fearless as the law was
more favourable to them. Then a presentation dance
performance of the girl group was presented. Next, our

Laurels for St. Ann’s English Medium School, Akola

1. National Level Athletics . -
Championship -

The beauty behind athletics is
how there are variety of
events to choose from, thus
allowing for people to build
upon different skills.
Creating a multipurpose
track is always a good idea as
it allows for multiple sports
(e.g. sprint, marathon,
hurdles, long jump, relay
races) to be carried out on it.
There are many benefits of
athletics for schools as there
is a wide range of events
available to suit different
pupils’ abilities. Ojaswi
Dhande from Class 6th
participated under 14
Category in Amateur | =
National Athletics Games- ‘
2022 held at Pink city Jaipur,
Rajasthan and won the Gold medal and thus has
become the Athletic Pride of our school

2.National Level Karate Championship

Karate is a Japanese martial art whose physical aspects
seek the development of defensive and counter
attacking body movements. The themes of traditional
karate training are fighting and self-defense, though its
mental and moral aspects target the overall
improvement of the individual. Jivesh Waghmare from
Class 6th participated in the under 14 Category of the
National Karate Championship held at Washim,
Maharashtra and won Bronze medal.

3.Dr Homi Bhabha Balvaidnyanik Competition

Principal, Sr Joshi addressed the students with her
valuable words. She reflected on the qualities of the
leader and said “Leadership is not a position or a title
but rather a call to serve. The program came to an end
with a vote of thanks proposed by Sanchi Ingle the Head
Girl and the National Anthem.

Dr. Bhabha
Balvaidnyanik Competition
has been conducted by the
Greater Bombay Science
Teachers' Association since
1981. This unique four stage
competition aims at arousing
curiosity, problem solving
attitude along with
development of precision in
observational and motor

Homi

skills in young scientists.
Through the competition
GBSTA also aims at
sensitizing students towards
their immediate environment
and dare to take rational
initiatives whenever needed.
Master Sparsh Gopal Sharma
Class 9th scored 71/100 in Dr Homi Bhabha
Balvidnyanik competition. He won a bronze medal, a
certificate and cash prize of 1000 Rupees.

4. State Boxing Championship

Bhakti Anil Waghmare from Class 9" participated in
the 10" Sub junior Maharashtra State Boxing
Championship held at Baburao Sanas Bag, Pune won
Gold Medal in 52.54kg Category. Kanchan Ramdas
Suranse Class 10" participated in 18" women’s
Maharashtra State Boxing championship held at
Kankavli, Sindhudurg and won Gold Medal in 81kg
Category.

9-0-¢
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Laurels for Mount Carmel ngh School, Akola

1. New Shooting Champions
The Interschool/ College Firing [
competition was held on 11 May at | 1
NCC Kendra Akola. Two students |II
of Mount Carmel School, Akola |i®
dominated the Competition. 3
Rajvidhya Ghode won the first B

position along with a Gold medal

and a Certificate while Ishwari Bhagat won the second
position, with a Silver medal and a Certificate. Ishwari
even got the rank of Sergeant. Their performances were
incredible. Now, both of them will be participating in
the Inter - Battalion Firing competition which will be
held at Amravati in July. “Winning this completion
gives us a lot of pleasure. We practiced a lot. We are
grateful to Colonel C. Bhadola , our school Principal
Rev. Fr. Mathew Karickal and ANO Mrs Reeta Solanke
Deshmukh for encouraging us and giving us their

precious blessings”,
and Ishwari .
2.Swachh Vidyalaya Puraskar
| The Swachh Vidyalaya Puraskar has
J been instituted by the Ministry of
Education, Government of India to
4 recognize, inspire and celebrate
excellence in sanitation and hygiene
practice in schools. The purpose of the SVP is to honor
schools that have undertaken significant steps towards
fulfilling the mandate of the Swachh Vidyalaya
Campaign. SVP is based on IT enabled assessment of
hand wash infrastructure, hygienic practices and
COVID-19 appropriate behaviour. Mount Carmel
School, Akola won the Cleanest School Award in Akola
District and received the certificate at the hands of
District Collector Mrs. Neema Arora and Education
Officer Mrs. Suchita Patekar.

said Rajvidhya

-6

After so many days of silent
hallways and empty classes it
was a delight day to welcome
all the Annites back for the
classes. Extensive
preparation and planning was
put into making school re- @
entry safe. The welcoming 2
was done very amazing way
with strong faith in God, by

Welcome Back Annites

h “
- ‘r‘fr.. - F
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responsibilities on the
deserving young talents of the
school to lead their school from
the front with their
commitment confidence and
competence. The school held
the Investiture ceremony with
great enthusiasm. It was the
Occasion where the young
students were all prepared to do

10 --f.u

presenting a “Welcome back
to school program”. A grand M
welcome for Nursery to Class e
10th Students was done in a
quite wonderful way by
school principal Sr. Ratna
Mary who gave a welcome speech and thanked all the
parents and guardians for helping them to prepare the
children for the first day of school. The main aim
behind such a grand welcome was to normalize the
school day and re-engage positive connections among
students which is essential for successful learning,
growth, moving forward a wonderful dance attracted
and enchanted the mood students, even the echo of
welcome made the day a remarkable. This momentous
day on 16" July 2022 dawned to bestow

the mantle of leadership and
4] discharge the responsibilities
¥ entrusted to them by the school
to inculcate leadership
qualities in students. The event
began with grand and
hospitable welcome to the chief guest Mr. Shravan Datt
ASP of Buldhana district with the marching troops who
led the honorable guest to the stage. The Holy bible
quotes read by one of our teachers and a prayer dance
performed by students brought serenity to the
surroundings. A cordial welcome to the chief guest, the
inauguration of the yearly theme “Gnanam forever”
took place with graceful hands of guest which was done
to spread light of knowledge and pass on the legacy of
values among the students of St. Ann’s English
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Medium High School. The newly elected leaders and
troop heads were handed over flags and badges by the
guest. School principal Sr. Ratna Mary administered
the oath to the newly elected prefectural body. Later the

honorable guest Mr.Shravan Datt ASP delivered very
motivating and pertinent speech acquainting the newly
appointed leaders and their duties. The Programme
concluded with the singing of the National Anthem.

906

A Felicitation Ceremony with a Difference

A spectacular felicitation

ceremony for the passing out |
SSC batch was held on 2nd June, |
2022, at Fatima Convent High G
School, Achalpur. It was an @ *
event high on emotions and
grandeur, a ceremony with a
difference as it was for the first
time that the School bid Farewell §
to the passing out students and
applauded the Toppers together
So it was a Red letter Day for °
Fatima, Achalpur. Thankfulness,

it is said, is one of the highest forms of prayer. With
gratitude to God and Our Lady of Fatima, the occasion
was an enthusiastic and overwhelming portrayal of the
happiness that the remarkable success of the students
brought to the school and their families. Recognition is
a reward in itself and the Felicitation Ceremony was
recognition of their toil, hard work, talent and
dedication towards their goal. The Programme was an
effort to make the students feel empowered by success.
It was an honour of the value system of the school in
which the children were nurtured. It was a matter of
pride for the management and staff to see the students
all set to spread their wings and soar high in the sky,
with a personality developed with values and skills
achieved through the various stages of their journey in
this school, their Alma mater. Education adds meaning
to the life of the students and provides a platform to
propel them to achieve lasting success. The 100 percent
result of the SSC examination proved that Fatima
Convent School was successful in achieving and
attaining the eventual goals of education. The
commendable result speaks of it. Out of the 144
students who appeared for the examination 125
students passed with distinction, 38 among them
securing above 90%. . The toppers of FCHS, Master

Prathamesh Malkhede securing
- 98%, Miss Sneha Yadav
- securing 97.80%and Miss
Samruddhi Boney securing 97
% was an endearing highlight of
. the function. It was recognition
3 of the importance of education,
L & which made the students realise
their true potential and put them
on the path of self-discovery,
leading to self-belief. The
“ Uniqueness of the function was
the recognition of sacrifices and
the untiring efforts of the parents in the success story of
their children. The felicitation of parents of toppers was
an emotionally momentous occasion. The twinkle in
the eyes of the parents was symbolic in the pride and
unbridled joy at the success of their children. A very
beautiful and touching prayer service was conducted by
the teachers and students. Little children walked the
stage with balloons of different colours each
symbolizing different stages of school life. Teachers
prayed for the vibrancy and brightness of these colours
to fill the future life of the students. The prayer service
was followed by a beautiful prayer dance performed by
the students of standard IX. The students also presented
a beautiful dance, at the end of the event with a farewell
message. All the Toppers and their parents spoke in
gratitude, on the occasion, recalling the lion’s share
FCHS has played in their life, transforming the children
into confident youngsters. Ms. Jayshree Pradhan and
Sr. Linet FS, the Principal elucidated beautifully the
efforts of the students and teachers and encouraged
them for their future endeavours. Sister inspired the
students to always remember the immense contribution
of their parents and to always treat them with love and
respect. It was an event that the students, teachers and
parents would remember for a long time.
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The Grand Reopening of St Mary’s High School, Anjangaon

For the past two years the
Covid Pandemic induced
lockdown had an enormous
impact on the Educational
Sector. The entire Educational | 3
System was reduced to Mobile ;
or Computer screens. This has
had detrimental effects on the
Psychological growth of a
student and many students
longed for the reopening of the
Schools. This great longing
was also experienced by the pupils of St Mary’s School,
Anjangaon. Hence we had a grand reopening ceremony
for the School on 9™ July, 2022. Our dynamic Principal
Rev. Fr John Matthew inaugurated the Academic Year

with a Solemn Investiture
Ceremony. Kaivalya Vivek
4+ Bhagat was appointed as the
/5| Head Boy while Aarya
' 4 Gawande was designated as
M the Head Girl of our School.
1> On the very same day we also
4 inaugurated the Sports Events
W& | for the new Academic Year
2022-23. The Sports Event
kick started with the
Volleyball Tournament.
Indeed the reopening of the School has brought joy into
the hearts of Parents, Staff and Students thus
reinvigorating the indomitable spirit of our esteemed
institution.

-0

The Indomitable Crossian Spirit

The year 2021 witnessed devastating years of Corona
Pandemic that brought the whole world at a standstill
but during these years the fuel that filled Holy Cross
Convent High School Akola were the Crossian values
imbibed in them i.e. to stand firm, lead, be the light and
let it shine. During Pandemic Online learning -teaching
with innovative technology through various platforms
reached the doors of almost every student but failed to
reach the hearts of the young minds. Though necessity
invented online education it could not suffice to engulf
the overall development of the students especially their
emotional and mental balance. It was found that the
young minds who were trained to use mobiles for e-
learning were eloped by the technological monsters.
.Children got addicted to online games, social media
sites and in this way the creative young heads fell prey to
the glittery world of Internet turning them into waste-
vast land. The initial stage was quite alluring but later it
invited stress, anxiety, fear, sadness, loneliness and
many mental health disorders that worsen the health and
peace of the children. Holy Cross convent High School,
Akolaunder its vigilant, farsighted able Shepherdess and
Headmistress Sr Nita Fernandes has always tried means
and ways to channelize peace and has worked tirelessly

to provide platform for the students to find real Joy of
learning. It’s said, ‘Be thankful for nights that turned into
mornings and for dreams into reality’. The pandemic
blessed the teachers by shifting them from the old,
obsolete, traditional teaching to waving ‘Good
Morning’, sharing videos, preparing slides for the
students through a small Google Meet Window. Teachers
who never had a hand on Internet were now learning,
exploring and teaching through Google Classrooms.
Kudos! To our guiding light our Headmistress who
initiated and executed the online learning through G
Suite and thus our students were fortunately able to avail
them of this blessing. Certainly the Online Classes
emerged as superheroes but we all know there is a
plethora of distracting online content available which
attracts the students and to avoid this our teachers too
took a great leap forward to find out solutions, create new
learning environment, held innovative competitions,
online celebrations, programs, regular PTMs and
creative assemblies. Also to reprieve students mental
well-being our Hon. Headmistress arranged a webinar on
Health and Wellness for Parents and students of classes 5
to 10 led by Dr. Amol Kelkar , a well renowned
Psychiatrist from Akola who threw light on Mental




Wellness of the students during the Pandemic through
some simple Mantras of life. He was accompanied by his
wife Mrs. Kelkar who focused on Child Safety and Self-
Protection. Weekly Candid Sessions for students of
classes IX and X were organised in order to help them to
deal with real life situations. Teachers too, were given
the opportunity to do many online training sessions so as
to develop new skills and enhance their knowledge. Two
years of online teaching proved fruitful, as the dawn of
June 2022 brought ‘shining morning faces’ back into the
classrooms, who are excited and eagerly awaiting to
explorer the outside world after almost two years. This
pandemic taught our students to face the storm by
standing against the winds and create their own destiny.
This is well proved through the excellent performance of
our SSC students in the Boards this year. The re-opening
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ofthe school was an extraordinary spectacle of Hope and
Joy. The management and the staff of Holy Cross
Convent High School, Akola, showered huge blessings
and welcomed their students with inspiring bookmarks
and badges. A special welcome assembly with the theme,
‘Save Nature- Save Earth’, focusing on the pivotal role of
‘Panchbhutas’ (water, Fire, Earth, Space and Air ) was
depicted. In this way the need of protecting Mother Earth
significantly after the Pandemic got rooted in the
inquisitive young minds. Assuring to live and keep
walking on the Vision, Mission and Goal of the Sisters of
the Cross, the Journey of the Crossians continues,
Proudly singing ‘Long live our dear Holy Cross School
May its Glory ever live’.

Ms. Renita Stephen Augustine

904

“In learning you will teach, a

Education plays a key role in
any society’s progress. When
people are learned, they can
contribute to their families and
society in a better way creating
a stable and progressive [
society. And we cannot
imagine education without the
presence of teachers in various g
institutions. Can we? As it said
“Learning never exhausts the
mind.” Our teachers got a ¥
golden opportunity to revive

and rejuvenate their teaching skills through a Seminar
organized for them by our Honourable Headmistress
Sr. Pushpa Thomas. The resource person of the
Seminar Rev. Fr. Sunny Jacob S.J. an eminent person
and a giant spiritual educator left no stone unturned to
help our teachers reach new heights in the education
field. Fr. Sunny began the seminar by emphasizing on
the urgent need for a paradigm shift in the education
system. He efficiently explained the model for
managing complex change in education institutions,
which consisted five elements i.e. Vision, Skills,
Incentives, Resources and Action plan, needed for a
successful life and education. The absence of any these
elements would make the system paralyzed. He also
made us aware of the Global problems like terrorism,

¥

nd in teaching you will learn.”

} migration, environmental

concerns, religious
fanaticism, poverty and
unemployment, violence
against women and
corruption that have an
- influence on the education
system. He turned our
attention to know how today’s
young minds are struggling to
choose the values of the world
or to sacrifice it to become a
good human being. He also
gave a glimpse of features of Jesuit Education. Cura
personal (care of each individual) is very essential for
the Holistic development of the children. He
emphasized on activity based and value oriented
education and encouraged life-long openness to
growth. Fr. Sunny insisted on following Dr. Howard
Gardner’s theory of Multiple Intelligence, to
understand the children and their problems and helping
them to harness the talent they have in them. The
illustrations given by Fr. were apt and relevant. His
questions have posed a challenge before all the teachers
to become an efficient educator. The explanation given
on NEP 2020 and its various aspects were the
harbingers of new era in the education system. The
educators are not born but made by their efforts and
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smart work. We were also made aware of the core
values needed for a good teacher. Values like
enthusiasm, initiative, responsibility, common sense,
prayer etc. He also highlighted the 21st century skills
needed for school heads. Like scientific temper, digital
literacy, critical thinking, ethics etc. At the end Fr. left

us with the inspiring words of Dr. Howard Gardner,
“Nobody is useless, perhaps used less.” We are grateful
to our respected Headmistress Sr. Pushpa Thomas for
giving us this opportunity to update ourselves and
become a beacon of light in the society through this
seminar.
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Various Celebrations at Mount Carmel International School, Akola

1. The International Day
of Yoga

The International Day of
Yoga was celebrated in our | %
school on 21st of June, 2022 8
to inculcate quality of L
Harmony, peace, Happiness
and good health among the
students. The school invited
Mr. Saurabh Bhalerao and
his team from ‘Spruit Yoga’
for conducting yoga session for all. All the teachers
were present for the day whereas the students
participated virtually. Children got the chance to know
how yoga embodies unity of mind and body. Different
yoga postures like Vrikshasana, Uttaanaasana,
Trikonaasana, Bhadrasana, Pranayama and meditation
etc. were taught. Rev. Fr. Rupesh, the principal of our
school highlighted the importance of Yoga in our Life.
The session ended with the National Anthem.

2. French Day: Bastille Day Report

On the occasion of ‘Bastille Day’ a celebration was
held in Mount Carmel International School on 14th of
July, 2022. 'The Bastille Day' or 'Le Ouatorze Juillet' is
also known as the National day Or Republic day of
France. To commemorate the same a short program was
held by the students of grade 4, 5, 6 and 7. The program
began by invoking God's blessings through a prayer
song. The introduction of the event was given by the
students in both English and French languages. It was
followed by short French poems recited by the students
of grade 4. A French dance was presented by the
students of grade 5. An exhibition based on the famous
French attractions as well as on the French grammar
and vocabulary was organised by the students of grade
6 and 7. The programme boosted encouragement and
interest in the minds of the young learners for the
French language. The program thus ended with a
positive note.

l Investlture Ceremony

The Feast of Our Lady of
i Mount Carmel is
commemorated on 16%
July annually in honour of
Mother Mary, the
patroness of our school.
This year also it was
celebrated with a great
zeal and zest. The program incorporated with
welcoming of Dignitaries. The panel of guests included
Rev Father Cyriac, the Manager of the school; Rev.
Father Rupesh, the Principal of the school; Rev Father
Mathew, the Principal of Mount Carmel High School;
Sister Agnes, the coordinator of our school; Sr. Keerti
and Sr. Joshna. The Dignitaries kindled the lamp of
knowledge and prosperity and venerated Mother Mary
on the auspicious occasion. Students of grade 4
presented a prayer dance, making the atmosphere
peaceful and harmonious. Master Ayaansh Bilala from
grade 5 elaborated the significance of the day making
the spectators cognizant of the auspiciousness of the
day. The other important segment of the day was the
‘Investiture Ceremony’, the installation of Council of
Ministers of the school. Kayra Sahni from grade 5
acquainted the audience about the importance of
Students' Council. To begin the installation of
ceremony, a jolly and enthusiastic dance was presented
by the students of Senior KG and Grade 4. The Head-
Boy, Head-Girl, House Captains, Vice Captains,
Ministers and Deputy Ministers marched on the stage
with a great pomp and pride. The outgoing Head-Boy
Master Viraj Oberoi and the outgoing Head-Girl Miss
Jasreet Oberoi from Grade 7 were invited to share their
learning experience and convictions. Later on, the
outgoing Head-Boy and the outgoing Head-Boy
handed over their responsibilities to the newly elected
Head-Boy Master Yash Khandelwal and Head-Boy
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Miss Dnyaneshwari Dange. The newly elected
Students' body was introduced to the school. The
Principal of the school, Rev. Father Rupesh
administered the oath to the newly elected Council
body. The students promised to abide by their duties

and show good leadership traits. They showed a sense
of unity and integrity by singing 'we shall overcome.'
The program winded up with a sense of gratitude
towards all the dignitaries, participants and audience
extended by Miss Stuti Chaudhari from Grade 7.
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Success Story of Sacred Heart School, Paratwada

Once again it is the time to rejoice for
the students of Sacred Heart School,
Paratwada as they have secured 100%
result in the SSC board examination
held in March 2022. Master Ninad D
Dhote topped the school with a score of
98.20%, Master Soham D Ardak with
97.60% stood 2nd and Ms Ruchita
Rathod and Ms Supriya Thakre ranked
3rd with 94.40%. Out of the 61 students who appeared
for this examination 43 have secured distinction and 18
of first class. This encouraging result has been for three
years in succession and indeed is a noteworthy
achievement. The success of the students is being
appreciated everywhere. Father Arokiasamy our
Principal along with teachers visited the students'
houses and congratulated them and wished them a
bright future. The students attributed their success to
their parents, the school and to all the teachers. All India
culture association, Pune, official partner of UNESCO
Paris global Harmony 2022 Cultural Forum of Art

organized a national dance competition
in Pune in which the students of Sacred
Heart School participated. Rishika
Gawande and Madhura Raut of Class
VIII and Greeshme Tahalramani of
Class V from Sacred Heart School,
- Parathwada participated and excelled

with their dance performances.

Rishika S Gawande performed semi
classical dance. All the audience was enthralled by the
beautiful performance. The award was given to her by
the cine actress Bhagyashree Desai. Madhura Raut got
the third prize for presenting Bharatnatyam dance. All
the 2 award winners along with their parents, teachers
and school also brought laurels to the city of Paratwada
too. All of them have given the credit of their success to
the Principal of Sacred Heart School Fr Arockiasamy,
teachers and dance Guru Harshada Panke and their
parents.

Sacred Heart School, Paratwada
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Sacred Heart School, Paratwada Feast Celebrations

The Sacred Heart Feast was celebrated
on the first day of the school i.e. 29t
June, 2022. The school campus was
filled with the aroma of excitement, joy
and laughter due to the presence of
children and teachers almost after two
years of pandemic induced shutdown.
The management and the staff
expressed their gratitude to almighty
God by a sEecial prayer. The students
of Class 9" conducted the assembly.
They explained the importance of the
feast. The program started with the
lighting of the lamp by the school
principal Rev. Fr. Arokiasamy, Sr
Leela, Sr Meriam, Miss Sunanda, Mrs Mangla and
Master Piyush Alokar. Prayers were offered for the

school management by the teaching
and non teaching staff and also for all
the students and their families. The
school was blessed by Fr Arokiasamy
and Fr Lawrence Murmu. Newly
appointed sisters and teachers were
welcomed with the bouquet of
jl flowers. The students were enthralled
d by the entertainment dance. The
Principal of the school Rev. Fr.
Arokiasamy guided the students with
~ his inspiring words. The Program
concluded with a vote of thanks. The
~ students of Class 9th and class
teachers worked hard for this program

and ensured that it was organised efficiently.
Sacred Heart School, Paratwada




Dnyanmata: A Paragon of Leadership

“Leaders are not

born but are _: I
made by their jug

experiences in pge
life” To inculcate g
the leadership
qualities in the
students and to
give them a feel
of functioning of |
t  h el
administrative ™
body, a school =&
prefectural B
board was |
formed after
stringent
interviewing and selection. The Investiture Ceremony
for the academic year 2022-23 of Dnyanmata High
School and St. Joseph’s primary school was held on
29th July 2022.The chief guest of the event was Hon.
Anil Khohale the Deputy Education Officer
(Secondary), Amravati. The ceremony began with
guard of honour, followed by lighting of the lamp by the
chief guest, Headmaster Dr. Fr. Joselin Pancras,
Assistant Headmistress Dr. Benita Raphael, Supervisor
George Varkey, Headmistress of St. Joseph’s primary
school Sr. Sukeshna Gawande SRA, Headmistress of
St. Joseph’s pre- primary school Sr. Joella Machado
SRA, Head boy of High School Master Pranav and
Head girl of primary Miss Tanvi. A welcome dance was
performed by the girls who held everyone captive to
their performance. The newly appointed Head boy and
Head girl Master Pranav Dawange and Miss. Sukhada
Aware from High School and Master Soham Panjwani
and Miss. Tanvi Meshram from primary school
captured the attention of the crowd. The march
performed by different houses the blue blommers,

s Gliders, Red
Royals, and
Yellow
Yolkers was a
| spectacular
\ event which
set the mood
BN | for the event.
M o o
AT Ministers,

~ elected for
this academic year 2022-23 were honoured by the
hands of the chief guest. Dr. Benita Raphael Assistant
headmistress of Dnyanmata High School gave oath to
the Head boy and Head girl, followed by the oath given
by the newly elected head boy Master Pranav Dawange
to all the students of the school. The investiture
ceremony program was followed by the felicitations of
10th Class meritorious students who made the school
proud with their excellent result for the year 2021-22.
The chief guest in his address appreciated the efforts by
the school for providing opportunities to the students to
take part in different activities which will be organized
throughout the year. He congratulated the newly
appointed school prefectural board for their
preparedness to take responsibilities. He appreciated
the meritorious students for their excellent 10th Class
result and wished every student of the school to climb
the ladder of success in different field. His words of
advice were highly motivating to the students. The
program ended with the vote of thanks given by the
assistant Head girl of the school Miss. Bhakti Munde.
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SSC & HSC RESULTS: 2021-22

We are proud to announce that all the schools in our diocese have produced marvelous results in the SSC and HSC
exams in spite of a devastating pandemic. We thank all the Principals, Teachers and Students for achieving this
stupendous success.

No. Amravati Zone
Name of School Appeared Passed
1. Dnyanmata High School, Amravati 266 264
2. St. Xavier Cathedral School (CBSE), Amravati 36 36
3. Holy Cross Marathi High School, Amravati 294 292
4. Holy Cross English High School, Amravati 231 231
5. Holy Cross High School, Badnera 98 88
6. St. Francis De Sales High School, Badnera 36 36
7. St. George High School, Amravati 36 36
8. Dnyanmata High School, Tiwasa 19 19
Akola - Buldana Zone
Name of School Appeared Passed
9.| MountCarmel High School, Akola 270 266
10.| St.Ann’s High School, Akola 153 153
11.| Holy Cross High School, Akola 173 172
12.| Mount Carmel High School, Borgaon Manju 49 49
13.] St.Ann’s High School, Khamgaon 105 105
14.| St.Joseph’s High School, Buldana 126 126
15. St. Xavier’s High School, Shegaon 83 83
16.] St.Anne’s High School, Murtizapur 131 131
17.| St.Anne’s English School, Murtizapur 58 58
Paratwada Zone
Name of School Appeared Passed
18.] Sacred Heart High School, Paratwada 61 61
19.| Fatima Convent School, Paratwada 144 144
20.] Holy Cross High School, Paratwada 84 84
21.| Nirmala Junior College, Kapustalni (HSC) 110 108
22.| Nirmala High School. Kapustalni 184 184
23.] St. Mary’s High School, Anjangaon 45 45
Yavatmal-Washim Zone
Name of School Appeared Passed
24.| St. Aloysius High School, Yavatmal 134 127
25.] St. Joseph’s School, Yavatmal 13 13
26.| Mount Carmel High School, Washim 92 92
27.] St. Mary’s High School, Pusad 78 78
Melghat Zone
Name of School Appeared Passed
28.] Montfort High School 60 60
-0
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Covid Vaccination Drive at St Mary’s School, Anjangaon

The emergence of the Omicron
SARS-CoV-2 variant has confirmed
the need for vaccine boosters so as to
combat waning immunity and
provide more robust protection
against severe disease and death.
Several studies and trusted sources
have shown that two doses of a
COVID-19 vaccine do not provide
enough protection against infection
or severe disease from Omicron.
More and more evidence supports a
three-step approach, which might
involve infection-plus-vaccination hybrid immunity or

triple immunization. Meanwhile, a
growing number of countries are now
exploring second boosters or fourth
doses as a way of effectively
neutralizing Omicron. Keeping the
Omicron spread in mind our Principal
Rev. Fr John Matthew organised the
Covid Vaccination Drive at St Mary’s
=% School, Anjangaon for the students
f'_;'i_‘"" who have completed 15 years of age.
The drive was successful and the
Anjangaon Government Health centre
did a great job in arranging the logistics
and Human Resources for the Drive

a

Matruchaya Hospital: A Solace for the Poor

Bhandaraj is a remote village situated in the = |

-

District of Amravati. The Government Health {-,u_ weE

Infrastructure in Bhandaraj Village and also in
the surrounding villages is very poor and
Matruchaya Hospital run by the Holy Cross
Sisters is the only place of refuge and solace
for the poor of Bhandaraj and its surrounding 8
hamlets. The Hospital under the leadership of &
Sr Joycy Koreath SCC is rendering yeoman
service to the poor patients who can’t afford
the posh Hospitals in the City. The Hospital
has performed cataract surgeries of 20 poor S, '
patients for a meagre sum of just Rs 7000 per

patient. The extremely poor patients were operated free
of cost. In addition to the ocular facilities the hospital is

also giving ECG facilities to the poor patients
at an extremely meagre sum of Rs 150 and we
are proud to say that 96 poor patients have
benefitted from this facility. The Hospital also
has an Ayurvedic Massage facility and also a
rich herbal garden. Aloe Vera plants are the
% recent addition to this flora rich garden and the
¥ Hospital staff have extracted 100 liters of Aloe
Vera juice from the garden and then
distributed it to the poor patients of Bhandaraj
and also the surrounding villages. The
Hospital also runs a Mobile Clinic which is
very regular in reaching out to the poor and
the needy patients. In this way we try to radiate the
healing power of Jesus who is our Divine Healer.
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Eye Camp in Chikhaldara Mission

God has blessed us with five senses and this would not
be wrong to say that eyes are the most primary out of all
the sensory organs. It is said that eyes are the windows
to the soul and it is absolutely correct. Without our eyes,
we are forced to live a very miserable life. Our eyes
help us to see the beauty of nature. But, these days there

are a lot of people who are suffering from eye disorders
such as cataracts, poor vision, glaucoma, night
blindness, etc. If we talk about a highly populated
country like India, the number is in millions here,
predominantly in rural India. Low level of education
and income in rural areas are two of the biggest reasons




for this. The village ® |
people are found to
utilize less eye care
services than the
people in cities and |-
the reason is quite
understandable. This
is why it becomes
very important that
somebody comes
forward and makes 5
these people aware
about the importance
of medical care for
their eyes. To take

~ | all over the country.
Roman Catholic
Mission, Chikaldhara
headed by Rev. Fr
Shimon Chummar is
making all round efforts
in this regard. The
Mission recently
conducted an Eye Camp
% on 4™ July, 2022 in which
'} 40 patients participated;
:'l. all the needy patients
I were given spectacles.
Doctors came from
' Kottara Hospital,
this thing forward, | Paratwada. Kudos to
there are few Rev. Fr. Shimon
organizations that are honestly dedicated to help Chummar for improving the ocular health of

people out by organizing eye camps at various places Chikaldhara Mission.
406

Health Camp in Chikhaldara Mission

India is a country
that still strives to
provide basic
health services to
the people. Mostly,
inadequate health
services are seen in
rural areas.
According to
verified reports
from government
sources, 45
children die each
hour because of
respiratory g
diseases; one child
dies every 2
minutes due to
diarrhea. Annual
health reports
show that two

million infants who are under the age of five years die
due to diseases that can be prevented. This scenario
calls for critical diagnosis, especially in children &
women. This can be provided by health camps

Keeping this
objective in mind R C
Mission, Chikaldhara
headed by Rev Fr
Shimon Chummar
conducted a two day
medical camp. On
30'" June, 2022
approximately 40
people from Salona
Mission benefited

™ from the medical

camp and on 1% July,

© 2022 medical camp

was at Mariampur in
which almost 30
people benefited. Sr.

& Dr. Sopy FCC from
¢ Asadpur conducted
the medical camp. All

the patients were

given medicines, capsules etc. The Medical Camp was
then conducted in Rasegao Mission also. We
congratulate the efforts taken by Rev. Fr Shimon
Chummar to improve the Health Index of the Mission.




II Woman Empowerment

Building Resilience for
Women-Headed Distressed Rural Households by JVS

.

The Samarth project
launched in March
2021, during same
time the second
wave of the corona-
19 Pandemic began
to spread. The
phases of lockdown
were carried out in
Maharashtra to
control the spread of
pandemic. The
series of lockdowns
led to the poverty of
communities and
hunger. Second
wave of epidemic
left a horrible tail
many of peoples
falling illness, many
lost their lives and many of peoples lost their works so
the poverty and hunger to begin. All economic sectors
were affected and poor communities suffered severely.
The second wave of the Corona pandemic lasted four
month which began in march-2021 and ended in july-
2021. In August 2021 when the second wave of the
pandemic had become less intensive and the
government gradually reduced the restrictions.
Samarth started to implement the main activities in the
communities for enabling and capacitating the farmer’s
widows, vulnerable women, women headed families
and distressed women. Team of Samarth not only
works for the economic well-being of widows. But also
help them to achieve more respectable social standing
and acceptance in the communities. Therefore,
Samarth used befriending and strategy building the
confidence of vulnerable women and strengthening.
Women from farmer’s suicide victims’ families are
formed into groups so that they released their burdens

of networking and
communications.
Government has
several programmes
both livelihood and
welfare oriented; they
are sensitised to
government schemes
and processes. While
they assisted to gain
self-reliance in terms
of economic needs of
family, they also
fsupported to
participate as
&) capacitated and
. empowered. Most
4 vulnerable women
helped with seed
money for starting
micro-enterprises, Pretty trades and linked them with
government schemes to sustain their trades. Samarth
team gave all necessary psycho-social support to all
needy women for achieved composure and extended
families thereby ending their social and economic
isolation.

. At least 210 women-headed micro-enterprises,
petty trades were initiated for increasing monthly
income by at least Rs.4, 000.

. At least 400 women heads of families were
linked with government schemes specifically for
women, farm widows or designed for micro-
enterprises.

. 20 Organisations / groups of women-in-distress
(farm widows and deserted women) were raised and
strengthened.




II Enviornment

N\

igd arfor ATt SaTEt .
ST T 378, FIEURL ¥
ST ATt e, aRia
STUITATST ATTUR A
YT STTSMesd UTH gl
S IR SOl TS 7
3 TR PA. T Pre)
AN el TIR dea
ST, SATSTYIYT HesurT=aT
ATBEIIRIT 3T SN ] T ST, g gl
QRIBIATS! SARTURT BIIGSE I HTSTIRETE ST, 372 HBR
TS & ATaTel 9d &3 FRanefun) 7S avard. I_g A am
O -] RIS Ird SIS gt UIgaauar godTd
hofl 3R, SHITATS o1 Al SHRAT IXIT e T NTAT 37T JATIOT
T Tt g dlgad 3TTe ST ATareTa SfiaHTet diest
FRreTOT ST 317Q. ATaR SR T 3T AT FEUT, A0l SATS T

JMMIATER PhetedT SUBRTA
TRADS TGV Paelc SR
F 1 ST g&RIY0T ot aTfeet.
o dwEe gRfi¥e aq favm
S RAATST NP BRE 3R
TRAATST a9 Hglead AT

13T o w32 faiep 9
| T Y et SR 9 AElqaT
S 3RS el 3G Y Wb
= 1T TPl WRAATST AT ATasciiel
N et 7 gEgeue a9g
forTTeT forwer Rreren o+t 4 et
At geir gTuReATer W
< g8 SNaE g AT g ‘ot srear urf frar
"GITIAR S PR SIS SURT ITUT IT |/ SUHHTCAT
TRiceld U ASHIC HIGfRid aHfaHNT 9car AT SHITh
o et R 7 ot TR e emvea. Femiged idiid
femeatt geRImY AU S Udel SUBA QoS
TRATEIS Bk AT, e e T faemeff Scaggfao
AU AT e,

-0

Spreadlng the Message Of Laudato si

The earth and all life on it are part
of God’s creation. We are called to
respect this gift and are responsible
for taking care of'it. Pope Francis in
his encyclical letter, Laudato Si,
inspires our mission. It reminded
us that every speck of life is valued
by God and not a single creature is
forgotten in God’s sight.The values
of Laudato Si are grounded in faith
and inspire our mission. As
followers of Jesus, our decisions §
are guided by scriptures and g
catholic social teachings. We serve g

. the church by lifting up the
integrity of creation and
recognizing the value of caring for
God's creation in our faith
& tradition and our Christian lives.

% “Ladauto Si’, O Signore”, means
. praise be to you O Lord, is a
reference to St. Francis of Assisi,
13™ century “Canticle of
creatures” poem in which the saint
. praised God by meditating on the
. goodness of Sun, Moon, Wind,
Earth, Water and other natural
forces and considering them as




brother sun, sister water, brother wind and mother
Earth. Keeping this aspect in mind the Parishioners of
Asadpur Substation which falls under the jurisdiction
of Mary Immaculate Church, Rasegao organised
Environment day Celebrations in the Chapel Campus
on 10™ July, 2022. The Program was organised under
the guidance of the Parish Priest Rev. Fr Victor Tulo.
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Asadpur FCC community under the leadership of Dr
Sr Sophy FCC the tree plantation in the campus. The
Celebration ended with a powerful message by Dr Sr
Sophy FCC. Thus the Asadpur Catholic Community
spread the message of Laudato Si and thus became
powerful witnesses of Faith, Hope and Love.
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Tree Plantation Drive at

Trees play a vital
role for sustenance
of life and
ecological balance
on Earth. To make
the Students aware |
about such =
predicament, s
W o r 1 d

Environment Day !
was celebrated on
Oth July, 2022 in
Mount Carmel
International School with a great zeal among the
Carmelites. The program was initiated with a short Tree
Plantation Ceremony by the Council of Ministers of the
School in the presence of Principal Rev. Father Rupesh,
Mrs. Pooja Sachdev, our Guest of Honour and teachers
of the school. The Principal of the school Rev. Father

Mount Carmel International School, Akola

Rupesh presided
. _: over the program.
Mrs. Pooja
# Sachdev, a
i reputed dentist
and Social activist
' was the guest of
% honour on such a
vibrant occasion.
.1 She addressed the
students regarding
= the 'Soil: a non-
renewable
resource.! "Soil is a living component and we must
treasure it," she said. Students also received the
message very well and interacted with our guest in this
brain storming session. Finally, the program winded up
by thanking our honorable guest for making students
aware by various facts and figures on a happy note.
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A practical definition
of water pollution is:
"Water pollution is
the addition of ¥
substances or energy e
forms that directly or ©
indirectly alter the ¥
nature of the water §
body in such a manner
that negatively affects [
its legitimate uses". =%
Therefore, pollution
is associated with

Pond Cleaning Drive in Chikaldhara

concepts attributed to
humans, namely the
_ negative alterations
- and the uses of the
.l water body. Water is
am typically referred to

# as polluted when it is
impaired by
anthropogenic
. contaminants. Due to
* these contaminants it
either does not
support a human use,




such as drinking water, or undergoes a marked shift in
its ability to support its biotic communities, such as fish.
Chikaldhara Mission too faces the problem of Water
Pollution. Chikaldhara is blessed with two ponds and it
is the source of water supply for the entire village.
However due to inattention and laxity both the ponds
were polluted and people found it difficult to use the
pond for their needs. In addition to the water woes
people also suffered from various ailments due to the
consumption of impure water. Repeated pleas to the
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local Municipality failed to provide any kind of relief to
the people and hence Chikaldhara Mission under the
inspiring leadership of Rev. Fr Shimon Chummar
decided to end the menace of Pollution. A mass
cleaning drive was launched in the month of May and
before the arrival of monsoon the pond was clean.
Today the pond stands as a witness to the inspirational
leadership of the social transformer Fr Shimon
Chummar whose vision and courage has paved the way
for improvement in water resources of Chikaldhara.
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Josephites of Yavatmal go Green Savvy

An ecobrick is a i oEECEEEEEEES
plastic bottle mmme g
packed with used
plastic to a set |
density. They serve
as reusable
building blocks.
Ecobricks can be
used to produce .,
various items,
including furniture,
garden walls and ...
other structures.
Ecobricks are .. .
produced primarily
as a means of o
managingr'"'

consumed plastics
by sequestering it and containing it safely, by
terminally reducing the net surface area of the packed
plastic to effectively secure the plastic from degrading
into toxins and micro plastics. Ecobricking is a both an
individual and collaborative endeavour. The
ecobricking movement promotes the personal
ecobricking process as a means to raise awareness of
the consequences of consumption and the dangers of
plastics. It also promotes the collaborative process as a
means to encourage communities to take collective

i responsibility
& for their used
B plastics and to
8! use it to produce
a useful product.
2% Understanding
5N the importance
& of eco bricks, the
students of St
Joseph’s High
School,
Yavatmal under
the leadership of
~ their dynamic
~ Headmaster
Rev. Fr Subhash
Maghade
“attended a
Training Seminar on conversion of plastics into
Ecobricks at Yavatmal Municipality Office Complex
on July 3 2022. Under the leadership of Fr Subhash
Maghade the students have vowed to implement the eco
bricks project in their School. Kudos to our Green
Savvy Eco Warriors! who are determined to protect
mother earth through technological development and
technical sophistication. The institute also stands
behind its young Eco Warriors.
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